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iNTroDUcTioN  
Wheatland Wind Project LP (WWLP) would like to thank 
everyone for your attendance at our open house on October 
24, 2016 and for your continued feedback on the Wheatland 
Wind Project (Project). We greatly value our relationship 
with the local communities and appreciate your continued 
interest in the Project. 

Over the last few weeks, we received a lot of great feedback 
from stakeholders that we have incorporated into the latest 
Project design. This newsletter will provide you with an 
update on these changes and next steps for the Project. 

commUNiTy FUND AND iNVoLVEmENT  
WWLP is pleased to announce that it is currently in the process of setting up a community development fund for the 
Project. Once under construction, WWLP will provide the community with a funding commitment through the Project 
life, and will work with existing community representatives to support local initiatives and projects. More details on 
the fund will be shared with the community as the Project progresses. This community development fund will be in 
addition to the municipal tax revenues generated by the Project.
 WWLP is also interested in supporting local events and activities in the community. Please let WWLP know if there 
are any ways that we can support local initiatives in the community.

ProjEcT LAyoUT UPDATES 
Seven wind turbine locations have been removed (15, 31, 47, 
48, 49, 50 and 51) due to concerns that were expressed by 
landowners and to accommodate updated constraints. Twelve 
wind turbine locations (10, 23, 16, 17, 18, 19, 24, 32, 41, 42, 
45 and 46) have slightly moved on various quarter sections to 
accommodate updated constraints.

The Project will now include the installation of up to 41 wind 
turbines instead of 48 wind turbines. These changes are outlined on the Project Layout Comparison Map included as an 
insert to this newsletter. Proposed Project Map #2 shows the updated layout for the wind turbines, Project substation, 
O&M building, access roads and underground / above ground collector system.
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ABoUT US
Wheatland Wind Project LP (WWLP) is a partnership between Potentia Renewables Inc. 

and Greengate Power Corporation. 

 

Potentia Renewables Inc. is an independent power producer focused on developing, 

managing and operating renewable energy systems. Potentia Renewables Inc. is a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Power Corporation of Canada, a diversified international management 

and holding company.

Greengate Power Corporation is a leading renewable energy company based in Calgary, 

Alberta. To date, Greengate has successfully developed 450 MW of operating wind projects 

in Alberta. These projects represent over 30% of the wind energy generated in Alberta and 

provide a clean source of energy to approximately 200,000 homes.

NEXT STEPS 

WWLP will continue to engage in public consultation with stakeholders in 
the surrounding area. WWLP is committed to engaging landowners, public 
stakeholders and potentially affected Aboriginal communities about the 
Project. 

After receiving feedback from stakeholders following this mailout, 
WWLP intends to file a wind power plant application with the Alberta 
Utilities Commission (AUC) in early 2017. WWLP is committed to sharing 
information about the Project and working with the public to ensure that 
stakeholder input and concerns are heard and addressed. 

Stakeholders are encouraged to participate throughout this process. 
We hope you will contact us if you have any questions or concerns or if 
you would like to meet to discuss the Project. A summary of stakeholder 
comments will be incorporated into the wind power plant application we 
submit to the AUC.

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact 
the AUC at:  
 
Phone:	780-427-4903	(toll-free	by	dialing	310-0000	before	the	number)	
email:	consumer-relations@auc.ab.ca
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Q: how	do	wind	turbines	work?	
A:  Wind turbines work on the same principle that allows airplanes to fly. The wind doesn’t push the blades, but passes 

over them. The resulting pressure difference between the upper and lower surfaces creates lift, which causes the 
rotor to turn. As the blades of a wind turbine turn, the kinetic energy of the wind is converted into mechanical energy, 
which is transmitted through a drive shaft to an electrical generator in the nacelle. The resulting electrical current 
travels via underground and overhead cables to a substation, where it is converted to a higher voltage for the larger 
electricity transmission or distribution grid. From there, it’s delivered to the electric utility and customers. Continuous 
innovation and reduction in costs has made wind energy one of the most economic sources of large-scale electricity 
generation. 

Q: where	does	the	electricity	go?
A: The electricity from the Project will be sent to the Alberta Interconnected Electric System (AIES) via a new 

138 kilovolt (kV) overhead transmission line built from the proposed Project substation to the existing ATCO Electric 
7L85 located within the Project boundary. The interconnection from the proposed Project substation to the AIES will 
be managed by ATCO Electric. The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) manages the AIES.

Q: do	wind	turbines	produce	sound?
A: Yes, wind turbines produce sound. The Project is designed so that any sound generated by the wind turbines is 

within regulations set out by the AUC. The night-time permissible sound level to a residence in a quiet rural area is 
defined by AUC Rule 012 as 40 dBA of cumulative sound including the Project, ambient sound levels and adjacent 
energy industry facilities. 

 
For	reference:

 50 dBA is the sound level inside an average urban home.
 40 dBA is similar to the typical sound in a library
 35 dBA is the average background sound level in rural Alberta

Q:  what	constraints	did	you	consider	when	designing	the	Project?
A:  WWLP considered numerous constraints in the design of the Project such as setbacks from roads, land boundaries 

and environmental features. We also accounted for noise, shadow flicker and landowner preferences. The Project 
was designed to comply with all regulations and rules in Alberta for wind energy development.

Q:  how	long	is	the	construction	phase	and	how	will	wwLP	manage	extra	noise,	traffic	and	dust?	
A:  The construction period is expected to last twelve months. During this time, there will be an increase in construction 

traffic. Access to the Project will be through Highway 56 and existing local roads. We will work closely with the 
Wheatland County to ensure dust mitigation measures are in place and impact on local residences is kept to a 
minimum.

Q:  how	will	this	impact	Property	values?
A:  Multiple studies have consistently found that wind energy projects do not negatively impact property values. In fact, 

wind energy projects provide new sources of stable revenue for municipalities and landowners in the form of taxes 
and lease payments. Please	visit	our	website:	www.wheatlandwind.com	and	canwea’s	website:	
www.canwea.ca	for	a	link	to	studies	on	property	values.

yoUr QUESTioNS ANSWErED
Q:  do	wind	turbines	have	a	health	impact?
A:  Numerous independent reviews and studies conclude that wind turbines are not harmful to human health – in fact, 

wind energy reduces harmful air emissions and creates no harmful waste products when compared with other 
sources of electricity. 

 
	 For	further	information,	please	visit:	www.canwea.ca/wind-facts/your-health

Q:  what	happens	after	20+	years?
A:  Most wind energy projects are designed to last at least 25 years and it’s entirely possible that the equipment could 

be replaced at the end of its design life and the Project could be re-energized. However, if at the time it makes sense 
to decommission the Project, the salvage value of materials typically offsets the costs of decommissioning. WWLP 
will be responsible for decommissioning the Project.

Q:  how	will	this	impact	the	environment?
A:  All wind energy projects must follow Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) guidelines, “Wildlife Guidelines for Alberta 

Wind Energy Projects – Government of Alberta – Fish and Wildlife Division – Sustainable Resource Development, 
September 19, 2011”. The guidelines outline requirements to avoid and mitigate environmental impacts. We are 
completing environmental studies to ensure we minimize the potential impacts of our Project and meet setbacks 
from environmental features wherever possible.

	 Please	visit	our	website:	www.wheatlandwind.com	for	links	to	studies	about	wind	energy	and	wildlife.	

Q:  how	many	jobs	will	be	created	during	construction?	
A:  During peak construction, there will be over 100 jobs created. 

Q:  will	the	wind	turbines	have	lights?
A:  In general, met towers, cell phone towers and wind turbines may be difficult for pilots to see if they are unmarked. 

Transport Canada and NAV Canada require lighting on tall structures including wind turbines. The Project will be lit 
according to the Transport Canada and Nav Canada rules.

	 Please	visit	our	website:	www.wheatlandwind.com	for	a	link	to	the	rules.	or	alternatively	they	can	be	found	
on	the	transport	canada	website:	www.tc.gc.ca.	

Q:  how	will	crop	spraying	be	impacted?
A:  Spray planes can operate near and around wind energy projects. Spray planes typically operate in low wind or calm 

conditions. We will work to ensure reasonable arrangements can be made when spraying is scheduled.

Q:  how	will	the	wind	turbines	impact	my	view?
A:  We understand the visual impact of wind turbines is a concern to some stakeholders. We have sited wind turbines 

with the intent of reducing noise and visual impacts to residences in the area. A series of visual simulations of the 
Project were shown at the open house to show what the Project will look like from various locations.

	 Please	visit	our	website:	www.wheatlandwind.com	for	a	link	to	these	visual	simulations.	
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